
Willimantic Whitewater Partnership, Inc. 

Membership

 Name__________________________________________

 Address________________________________________

      City______________________________ST________ 

                        Zip_______________

 E-mail___________________ Phone________________

Annual Membership for (please check):
   __Individual $25    __ Nonprofit Org. $35    __Corporation $50

Area of Interest (please check all that apply):
       __ Arts    __ History                 __ Education

       __ Entertainment    __ Environment  __ Recreation

       __ Fund-raising    __ Site Design  __ _________

 We will contact you to let you know how you can participate.

Optional Friend of WWP Donation:
  __ $50     __$100     __$250     __$500     __$1000     __ Other

Please make checks payable to:
     Connecticut Urban Legal Initiative FBO
                 / Willimantic Whitewater Partnership, Inc.

Please send checks and membership forms to:
 Willimantic Whitewater Partnership, Inc.
    c/o C.U.L.I.
 University of Connecticut School of Law
 35 Elizabeth Street,  Room K202
 Hartford, CT  06105

Your membership dues and generous contributions are tax-deduct-
ible up to the limits provided by law. Willimantic Whitewater Part-
nership, Inc. is applying for tax-exempt status and, until the IRS has 
issued a determination letter, CULI, a tax-exempt charitable organi-
zation, is serving as our fiscal sponsor.

Historically, Willimantic served the region as a 
railroad and manufacturing hub. The rail lines connected 
Willimantic to the commercial world, while the mills 
attracted investment and transformed Willimantic into a 
national economic power. From the end of the Civil 
War to the outbreak of World War II, Willimantic was 
the center for the production of silk and cotton thread. 
This was the Victorian era and the 
height of Willimantic’s grandeur.  
Many of the interesting buildings in 
Willimantic, as well as many of the 
homes in the Victorian Hill section, 
were built during this time.  It is 
said that Willimantic has the most 
Victorian buildings per capita in 
the country. The town has three 
historic districts: Windham Center, 
Main Street and Prospect Hill.

The Whitewater Park would become an urban 
recreation destination.  With an 80’ drop in 1.5 miles the 
Willimantic River is potentially a class 4 or 5 kayak run. 

Other Recreation opportunities will be a part 
of this project.  Willimantic is at the cross roads of the 
East Coast Greenway, a trail from Key West, Florida to 
Calais, Maine. Willimantic could become an important 
trail head along this multi-use trail.  

With the addition of  a Riverside Park, Willimantic 
will once again be connected to the River with walking 
paths, benches, play areas and picnic spots.  Walkways 
will connect the Main Street Historic District to the Train 
Museum, Windham Textile Museum, the Prospect Hill 
Historic District and to other points of interest. Future 
plans include a transcultural arts and enterprise zone 
featuring open air entertainment facilities with display 
space and an amphitheater for the performing arts.

For More Information visit the websites of our 
national partner organizations:
American Rivers    www.amrivers.org  
a non-profit conservation organization dedicated to pro-
tecting and restoring rivers nationwide.
AmericanWhitewater     www.americanwhitewater.org
formed to conserve and restore America’s whitewater 
resources and enhance opportunities to enjoy them.

Please support the Willimantic Whitewater Part-
nership, it is the opportunity of a lifetime and, without 
your valuable input and energy, this dream will not be 
realized. Please contribute your talents, knowledge and 
love of the area and become a member of Willimantic 
Whitewater Partnership.

Ecological restoration of the river is a top priority. 
Working with environmental scientists, and as a teaching 
tool with the local colleges, a plan will be developed to 
bring back the health of the river. CTDEP is working to 
restore the anadromous fish populations to the Shetucket 
River, and our goal is to allow the fish migration to 

reach their historic spawning ground further 
up the Willimantic River in the towns of 
Coventry and Mansfield.

Willimantic is ideally situated near a large, 
energetic population to take advantage of the whitewater 
park and other recreation, arts and educational 
opportunities that will result from this project. Urban 
whitewater parks have  had a positive economic impact 
on cities like Willimantic across the country.

The Willimantic River is characterized by      
a granite bedrock river-
bed that was quarried in 
the mid 19th century to 
shape the channel, build 
the dams and to con-
struct the historic mill 
complex. Windham Mills  
is a beautiful example of 
a restored granite mill 
building.

 “By the banks of the fast running river”

                      Weammantuck the Algonquin name for this area 

or contact, Dan Mullins, President  of WWP at    
     dmullins@law.uconn.edu

ECSU’s Grant House restored to its former glory.

Board member Oliver Cote and his son O.J. enjoying the river together.


